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PROVINCE or . 


Friends 4 Fellew!SubjeBs, | 
E, the DzLEGATES of the Colonies 


| of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, | 
The Counties of Newcaſtle Kent and Suſſex on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, . North-Carolina 
and South-Carolina, deputed by the inhabitants 
of the ſaid Colonies, to repreſent them in g Ge- 
neral Congreſs at Philadelphia, in the province 
of Pennſylvania, to conſult together concerning 
the beſt, methods to obtain redreſs of our afflict- 

ing grievances, having accordingly aſſembled, 
and taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the 
ſtate of public affairs on this continent, have 
thought proper to addreſs your province, as a 
member therein deeply intereſted, 


Wuzn the fortune of war, after a as and 
glorious reſiſtance, had incorporated you with 
the body of Engliſh ſubjects, we rejoiced in tlle 
truly valuable addition, both 6n our own and 
your account; expecting, as courage and genero- 
ity are natural! y united, our brave enemies would 

| F 2 become 


[ 38 x th 4 | 


become our hearty friends, * that the Ditine 


Being would bleſs to you the diſpenſations of his 
over-rulipg providence, by ſecuring to you and 
your late , ty the ineſtimable advantages 
of a free Engliſh conſtitution of government, 
which it is the e of all — ſubjedts | 
to enjoy. | 


Tuxsz hopes v were e by the King? $ 
proclamation, iſſued in the year 1763, plighting 
the public faith for For ul 8 On: thoſe” 
advantages. 

Lrt7Le did we imagine that any ſucceedi 
Miniſters would ſo audaciouſly and cruelly edn 
the royal authority, as to with-hold Pom you 
the fruition of the irrevocable. rights, to Pos 
you were thus juſtly une 1 


Bo ſince we have lived to ſee the anexpetted 
time, when Miniſters of this flagitious temper 
have dared to'violate' the moſt ſacred compatts 
and. obligations, and as you, educated under 
another form of government, have artfully been 
kept from diſcovering the unſpeakable worth of 
that form you are now undoubtedly entitled to, 
Ve eſteem it our duty, for the weighty reaſons © 
herein after mentioned, to explain to you ſome 
of its moſt e branches. 


4 1 every biman days ſays the ite. 
brated Marquis Beccaria, there is an Fort, 
continually tending to confer on one part the 
heighth of power and happineſs, and to reduce 
the otlier to the extreme o eakneſs and Wa 

| TE ' 


The intent of god] dis ito oppoſe this fort; + 
and to ee their influence . and 


. 55 
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„ HEY ae by this pernicious cc. he. | 
fort, and ſubjects, animated by the juſt intent 
of oppoſing good laws againſt it, have occa- 
ſioned that vaſt variety of events, that fill the hi- 
ſtories of ſo many nations. All theſe hiſtories de- 
monſtrate the truth of this ſimple poſition, that 
to live by the will of one man, or ſett or men, 
is the production of miſery to all r 900 


ON che ſolid foundation of this beit En- f 
gliſhmen reared up the fabrick of their conſtitu- 
tion with ſuch a ſtrength, as for ages to defy 
time, tyranny, treachery, internal and foreign 
wars: And, as an illuſtrious author * of your 
nation, hereafter mentioned, obſerves,---* They 
gave the people of their Colonies the form of | 
their own-government, and this government car- 


rying proſperity along with it, they have grown 
great nations in the foreſts they v were ſent 01 nm | 


habit.“ | 


ir this A hs firſt grind! ght de is, * of 
the people having a ſhare in their own govern- 
ment, by their repreſentatives, choſen by them- 
ſelves, and in conſequence of being ruled by /aws 
which they themſelves approve,” not by edits of 
men over whom they have no controul. This 
is a bulwark ſurrounding and defending their 
property, which by their honeſt cares and labours 
they have acquired, ſo that no portions of it can 
E be taken from them, but with their fl / 


. Monteſquieu. . ; 3535 
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Full and free conſent, when they in their judg 
ment deem it juſt and neceſſary to give them for 


public ſervices, and preciſely- direct the eaſieſt, 


; cheapeſt, and moſt equal methods, So which 
they: ſhall be collected. 7 NE ct 17 


Tux influence of this right extends ſtill farther. 
If money is wanted by Rulers who have in any 
manner oppreſſed the people, they may retain it, 
until their grievances are redreſſed; and thus 
dene procure relief, without truſting to de- 
piſed petitions, or diſturbing the public tran- 


| Tux next eat right is, chat of trial by jury. 1 
This ONT that neither life, liberty nor pro- 
can be taken from the poſſeſſor, until 


twelve of his ur jonable countrymen and 


my 


quility. ' 


of his vicaage, who-ſrom that neighbour- 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be acquaint- 


end with his character, and the characters of the 
witneſſes, upon a fair trial, and full enquiry, face 


to face, in open Court, before as many of the 
people as chuſe to attend, ſhall paſs their ſen- 
tence upon oath againſt him; a ſentence that 
cannot injure him, without injuring their own 
reputation, and probably their intereſt alſo; as the 
queſtion may turn on points, that, in ſome de- 
gree, concern the general welfare; and if it does 
not, their verdi&t may farm a precedent, that, on 
a ſimilar trial of their own, may militate againſt 
themſelves. VVV 


Auornzx right relates merely to the liberty 
of the perſon. If a ſubject is ſeized and impri- 
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asd, tho' by order of: Government; he may; "Wi 
by virtue of this right, immediately obtain 4 
writ,” termed a Habeas. Corpus, from a Judge; 
- whoſe ſworn duty it is to grant it, and thereupon 
| 8 boqcky nun 
: into and * e 7 n 


A FOURTH right is, 5 of holding 3 by 
eren bee eee e 
oppreſſive 5; freque orting the 

2 oo from : their "families and their damen, to | 
perform what ought to be done, in all well r 
fl lated ſtares, by moves for the pon, 


Tus laſt rig gut we ſhall mention, ack 1 
WS of — - The importance of this 
conſiſts, befides-thi — of truth; ſrience, 
wiorality, and arts in general, in its diffuſion of 
liberal ſentiments on the adminiſtration of Go- 
vernment, its ready communication of thoughts 
between ſubjects, and its eonſequential promotion 
of union among them, whereby oppreſſive offi- 
cers are ſhamed or intimidated mto more ho- 
wine my Juſt modes of MII e 


1 HeSE are the ineatucbleicights, that form a | 

contdtrabls art of our mild ſyſtem of 
ment; that, ſending its equitable energy through 
all ranks and claſſes of men, defends the poor 
from the rich, the weak from-the powerful, the 
induſtrious from the rapacious, the peaceable 
from the violent, the tenants from the oe, 
e ror" COR e 78 
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Tatar are the rights, without which a 2 pes 
ple cannot be free and ee and under the 
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154 protecting and encouraging "influence of which, 
theſe Colonies have hitherto ſo amazingly flou - 
5 kiſhed and increaſed. Theſe are the rights a 
1 profligate Miniſtry: are now ſtriving, by force of 
5 arms, to raviſh from us, and which we are, with - 
ow mind, reſolved never to reſign but with our 


ods Kee. 
„ 


Tuxsx are the rights u are entitled to, and 
ought at this moment in perfection to exerciſe- 
And what is offered to you by the late Act of 
Parliament in their place? Liberty of conſcience 
in your religion? No. God gaye it to you; 
and the temporal powers with which you have 
been and are connected, firmly: ſtipulated for 
your enjoyment of it. If laws, divine and hu- 
man, couſd ſecure it againſt the deſpotic caprices 
of wicked men, it was ſecured before. Are the + 
French laws in civil caſes reſtored? 1t ſcems ſo. 
But obſerye the cautious kindneſs of the Mini- 
ſters, who pretend to be your benefactors. The 
words of the ſtatute are--:that thoſe laws ſhall 
be the rule, until they ſhall be varied or altered 
by any ordinances of the Governor and Council. 


Is the ** certainty and lenity of the criminal law 

of England, and its 'benefits and advantages, 
commended. in the ſaid; ſtatute, and ſaid to 
„ haye been ſenſibly felt by you, ſecured to 
you and your deſcendants? No. They too are 
ſubjected to arbitrary alterations by the Go- 

vernor and Council; and a, power is expreſly 
reſerved of appointing ſuch Courts of crimi- 

nal, civil and ecclefjaſtical juriſdiction, as ſhall. be 

thought proper.“ Such is the precarious tenure | 
of mere will, by which you. hold your lives and 
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feligion. F be S and its Miniſters are Tak; 
powered, as far as they could be by Parliament; 
. to eſtabliſh even the Inquifition ſelf among you. 


Have you an Afembly compoſed: of worthy © 


men, elected by yourſelves, and in whom you 


can confide, to make laws for you, to watch 


over your welfare, and to dire& in what quan- 
tity, and in what manner, your money ſhall be 
taken from you? No., The power of makin 


laws for you is lod ged in the Governor and | 


Council,” all of re dependant, upon, and re- 
movable at the pleaſure of a Miniſter. Beſides, 
another late ſtatute, made without your conſent, 
has ſubjected you to the impoſitions of Exciſe, 


the horror of all free ſtates thus wreſtihg your | 


property from you by the moſt odious of taxes, 
and laying open to inſolent᷑ tax- gatherers, houſes, 
the ſcenes of domeſtic peace ahd comfort, and 
called the caſtles. Engliſh ſubjects in the books 
of their law. And in the very act for altering! 
your government, and intended to flatter you 

you are not authoriſed to * aſſeſs, levy or app} 
2 ny rates and tures, but for the inferior purpoſes 
of making roads, and erecting and repairing pub. 
lic buildings, or for other cal conveniences, withim 
your reſpective towns and diſtricts. Why this 
degrading diſtinction? Ought not the property 
honeſtly acquired by Canadians to be held as fas 
ered as that of Englifomen? Have not Cana 
dians ſenſe enough to attend to any other public 
affairs, than gathering ſtones from one place and 
piling them up in another? Unhappy people 
who are not "nlp: injured, but inſulted; Nay 

more l. With. ſuch a: ſuperlative contempt of 


your eee 15 ſpirit has an mioltüt 
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0:44 Þ; 
niſtry preſumed to think of you, our reſpectable 6 
fellow · ſubjects, according to the information ve 
have received, as firmly to perſwade themſelves 
that your gratitude, for the injuries and inſults 
they have recently offered to you, will engage 
you to take up arms, and render yourſelves the 
ridicule and deteſtation of the world, by becom- 
ing tools, in their hands, to aſſiſt them in taking 
that freedom from us, which they have treache- 
rouſly denied to you'; the unavoidable conſe- 
quence of which attempt, if ſucceſsful, would 
be the extinction of all hopes of you or your 
poſterity being ever reſtored to freedom: For 
idiocy itſelf cannot believe, that, when their 
drudgery is performed, they will treat you witng 
leſs cruelty than they have us, who are of the 
ſame blood with themſelves, . „„ 6 a 
War would your countryman, the immor- 
tal Monteſguieu, have ſaid to ſuch a plan of do- 
- mination, as has been framed for you? Hear. his 
words, with an intenſeneſs of thought ſuited to 
the importance of the ſubject. In a free ſtate, 
every man, who is ſuppoſed a free agent, ought 
to be concerned in his um goverument:- Therefore 
the /egifative ſhould reſide in the whole body of 
the people, or their repreſentatives.”'----+* The 
political liberty of the ſubject is 4 tranguillity of 
mind, ariſing from the opinion each perſon has oß 
his /afety. In order to have this liberty, it 1s re- 
quiſite the government be ſo conſtituted, as that 
one man need not be afraid of another. When 
the power of making laws, and the power of ex- 
 ecutjng them, are united in the ſame. perſon, or 
m the ſame body of Magiſtrates,” ere _ no 
© —__ biwys; 


liberty; becauſe in may ali; leſt the. 
ſame Monarch or Senate ſhould ena# eyranoical ; 


_ to — them 1 in a N manner.“ D 


. 


6 Tur power of Fr Ol ſhould berexerciſed . 


1 by perſons taken from the body of ibe people, at 


certain times of the year, and purſuant to à form 85 
and manner preſcribed by law. There is no li. 


derty,"if the power of judging be not /eparated | 


from che Ag ati: py: exocurive as Bs 0 


66 Miitranv men belong to 4 profeſſion, 
which may be uſeful, but is often dangerous,” 25 
The enjoyment of liberty, and even its daß 


— 


port and preſervation, conſiſts in at man 's 


being allowed to ſpeak hi er e | oY 
—_ his ſentiments, 0 "i 


Avon theſe devifibe. FRET | Gnified * 
hs authority of a name which all Europ re- 
veres, to your on ſtate. Tou have 4 Gover- 
nor, it may be urged, veſted with the executive 


Powers, or the powers of adminiſtration; In 


him, and in your Council, is lodged the power 


of making laws. - Tou have Judges, who are to 


decide every cauſe affecting your lives, liberty 'or 
property. Here is, indeed, an appearanee of the 

ſeveral powers being ſeparated: and diſtributed into 
different hands, for checks one upon another, the 
only effectual mode ever invented by the wit of 
men, to promote their freedom and proſperity. 
But ſcorning to be illuded by a tinſeP d outſide, and 


exerting the natural ſagacity of Frenchmen, ex- 


amine the ſpecious device, and you will find it, 
to yo an ee of: holy wry «© Mhited 


2 5 as 
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ſepulchre, for burying your byes, wer ad 
| al | 


| Your Judges, and your Lalla, Council, ; 
s it is called, are dependant on yo riGovirncr, | 
and be is dependant. on the ſervant of the Crown 
in: Great; Britain. The legiſlative, executing and 
Judging, powers are all moved by the:nods. of 8 


47 
— 


Miniſter. Privileges and immunities laſt no 


longer than his ſmſſes. When: he frowns, their 

feeble forms diſſolve. Such a treacherous inge- 
nuity has been (exerted in drawing up the code 
lately offered you, that every ſentence, beginning 
with a benevolent pretenſion, concludes: with a 
deſtructive / power; and the ſubſtance of the 
Whole, diveſted of | its ſmooth words, is---that 
the Crown and its Viniſters: ſhall be as abſolute. 


throughout your extepded province, as the de- 


ſpots of Aſia or Africa: What can protect your 
property from taxing edicts, and the rapacity of 
neceſſitous and eruel maſters?, your perſons from 
Letters de Cachet, goals, dungeons, and oppreſ- 
ſive ſetvices? your lives and general liberty from 
arbitrary and unfecling rulers ? We defy you, 
caſting your view upon every fide, to- diſcover a 
fingle circymſtance, promiſing from any ns 
the fainteſt hope of — to v of Four poſte · 


of theſe. C lone. „„ 

: War advice would the truly G man lie 
fore mentioned, that advocate of freedom and 
umanity, give you, was he now | living, and 
new that we, your numerous and powerful 
Fighbours, animated * a juſt love of our in. 
vaded 
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xaded Aale dne by the malle aids. 3 
of affection and intereſt,” called upon ye, by. | 
every obligation of regard for yourſelves and 

your children, as we now do, to join us in ut 
kigghteous conteſt, to make hn mD Wavſe with +. 
us therein, and tak a noble chance for emerging 8 
from a humiliating ſubjeRion' under Governors 
Intendants, and Military Tyrants, inte the fm 
\ rank and condition of Engliſh treemien; whoſe 
cuſtom it is, derived from their äneeftörs, to 
make thoſe tremble, e dars 8 ant & 
e lon miſerable? 0512.10) 5 


. 27 . 
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4 -Wouupn not this be the Nero of A re | He Fel 
- «4 Sieze the oppottunity preſerited'to you by Pros . 
vidence itſelf- You have: been conquered. —_ 
liberty, if you act as you ought." * This work m. 5 | 
not of man. You are a ſmall people, compared 9 
. thoſe who with open arms invite you into a | - als 
fellowſhip. ' A moment's reflection ſnould co. 1 
vince yo which will be moſt for your intereſt 1 
and happineſs,” to have all the teſt of © North. 
America your unalterable” friends, or your-mye- 
terate enemies. The injuries ef Boson have 
rouſed and aſſociated every colony, "for Novs- - 
Scotia to Georgia; Your provinee is the only link 
wanting tocompleas the ht and ſtrong” cha 5 
of union. Nature has Jeined your country to 73 
theirs; Do you, join your political interefts. Foyrrur 
their own ſakes, they never wil deſert or betray , 
you. Be aſſured, that the happineſs: of a people 9 
inevitably depends on their liberty, and their ſpi- _ 
ric to aſſert it, The value and extent of the ad- - £4 vb 
 Vantages! tendered to you are inimenſe, "Heaven 5 


* 4 | Ws: LG + 4 13 Sl, 3 
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=_ ' 5 grant you may not diſcover them to be bleſſings 
| 5 ga after they have bid you an eternal adieu.” 

Wr are too well acquainted with the liberality 

| of ſentiment diſtinguiſhing your nation, to ima- 

oO gine, that difference of religion will prejudice 

* you againſt a hearty amity with us. Lou know, 

85 that the tranſcendant nature of freedom elevates 

thoſe, who unite in her cauſe, above all ſuch low 

mindod infirmities. The Swiſs Cantons furniſh 

- , _ a memorable proof of this truth. Their union 

is compoſed of Roman Catholic and Proteſtant 

States, living in the utmoſt concord and peace 

with one another, and thereby enabled, ever 

Te they bravely vindicated their freedom, to 

diefy and defeat every tyrant that has invaded 


Soup there be any among you, as there 
generally are in all ſocieties, who prefer the far 
yours of Miniſters, and their own pnvate inte- 

reſts, to the welfare of their country, the temper 

pl ſuch ſelfiſh perſons will render them incredibly 
r oppong all public- ſpirited meaſures, 
from an èxpectation of being well rewarded for 
their ſordid induſtry, by their ſuperiors; but we 
doubt not you will be upon your guard againſt 
ſuch men, and not ſacrifice the liberty and hap- 
Pineſs of the whole Canadian people and their 
poſterity, to gratify the avarice and ambition of 
individuals. a ay N 


= We do not aſk ou, by this addreſs, to com- 
| . mence acts of hoſtility againſt the government 
_ / pf our common Sovereign, We only invite you 
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to conſult your own glory and welfare, and not 
to ſuffer yourſelves to be inveigled or intimidated. 


by infamous Miniſters ſo far, as to become the 
inſtruments of their cruelty and deſpotiſm, but 
to unite with us in one ſocial compact, formed on 
the generous principles of equal liberty, and ces, 
mented: by ſuch an exchange of beneficial and 


endearing offices as to render it perpetual. . In : 
order to complete this highly deſirable union, we 
ſubmit it to your confideration, whether it may 


not be expedient for you to meet together. in 


your feveral towns and diſtricts, and elect De- | 
puties, who afterwards meeting in a provinciak * 
Congreſs, may chuſe Delegates, to repreſent _ 
your province in the continental Congreſs to be 


held at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May, 


1775. 


Is this priſent Congreſs, beginning on the 
fifth. of the laſt month, and continued tF this 


day, it has been, wich univerſal pleaſure and an 


unanimous vote, reſolved, That we ſhould con- 


fider the violation of your rights, by the a& for 


_ altering the government of your province, as a 
violation of our own, and that you ſhould bs 


invited to accede to our confederation, which 
has no other objects than the perfect fecurity of 


the natural and civil rights of all the conſtituent 
members, according to their reſpective circum-. | 
ſtances, and the preſervation of a happy and 
laſting connection with Great-Britain, on the ſa- 


lutary and conſtitutional principles herein before 


mentioned. For effecting theſe purpoſes, we 
have addreſſed an humble and loyal petition too 
his Majeſty, praying relief of eur and your 
„3% ͤ * ä 
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4 Ad have aflbcia ed io „ 405 all im⸗ 

426 Great - Britain and Ireland; aſter 

5 a day of Desenthe, and al predtions 
d choſe nde and the Weſt- Indies, after 
| the tenth day of next September, unleſs the faid 
grievances are redreſſed. 
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TAN Almighty God BOL,” OE e en inds 

w epprove our equitable and neceſſary meaſures, 
to add yourſelves to us, to put your fate, hen - 
ever you ſuffer injuries Whieh you are determin- 

ed to oppoſe, not on the ſmalſ influence of your 


Gogle province, but on the eonſolidated powers 
St North- America, and may grant to our Joind 
| exentions an event as happy as our cauſe is 5 

Þ the fervent prayer of us, your ſincere and af 
fectionate friends and fellow- ſubjects. ITS 
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13 g By c order of-the Congrols, . 
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